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Dear Nurper and All,

“Positive Gender Roles" in the society to me is to give the same opportunities to both gender in every stage of life. Why do we really want a women as a president if she is not going to be equal to her society or if she is not going to be a good leader for her society and if there is a man who can do better why not to give him this opportunity for good. We would rather to have a leader who is equal and good to all of the community members and take good decisions for the community. Doesn't matter if he or she. 

The recent study on Violence against children states that at 14-17 are the highest risk of violence. Off course, he is still a child and he is may be asked to bring food of the house or to protect his family. These are too much to ask from a child if "she" or "he" doesn't matter. Yes Gender Socialization is all cultural bound, and it starts at birth . If we initiate positive gender socialization through parental education at home and in the community, everything will start to change. Cultural and traditional changes are hard but every child has a "value" to the parents that they would like to change if they know how important how they do, what they do for their girls and boys future and, they will do it. This is the nature of humanity or more simply "just nature" that every parent would like to do their best for their children. I think this is the key. And if we start to make changes for the newborns of today, they will be mothers and fathers of the future to make more changes for their children for positive gender roles. 

"Positive masculinity or positive female image" is the one who gives and takes equal opportunities and acts equally to the other gender. 

Sumru Kutlu
Senior Programme Asst. 
Programme Coordination
UNICEF Çankaya/Turkey



We seem to agree that the negative effect on girls of conventional gender roles, while it varies in intensity, is universal. One of the most practical discoveries I've made in working with girls in different countries is that identifying unfair gender practices, even to six-year olds, contributes to resiliency rather than shame or guilt, and leads to positive development and change. Talking with girls as young as six about practices such as sexism and misogyny leads to positive results: "Really, it has a name!" is a typical response to the naming of sexist practices in her school, community and country that range from denial of the right to an education to stereotypes in the media.

Hearing and reading the words of girls in other countries is also enlightening. The truth, the facts about sexism and misogyny, are being lived but not named for most girls, and they tend to feel it's their fault and that eats at their perception of females' abilities. It can convince them that the limited roles for females are the logical, even, natural ones unless we educate them about entrenched global systems that seem to have no beginning or end rather than being part of a cycle we can stop. 

A next step, of course, is to identify ways to overcome these gender-based challenges and achieve a lifelong sense of a true self that includes gender, many of which have been mentioned. We can extract tools from minority parents who have educated their children about racial and religious prejudice, for example, and inspired rather than overwhelmed them. Yes, there are positive role models in the public arena, but girls and women in the family and/or neighborhood can talk with each other about what to change and the ways to cause change. If they're lucky, boys and men can be invited into the circle to reach the other half of the population. 

Knowing about a worldwide resistance movement, however underground it is in an individual's circumstance, is a positive force that works from the inside out one girl at a time. 

Andrea Johnston
Co-Founder and President
Girls Speak Out® Foundation



This is a question to anyone in this discussion. In terms of stimulating environment for young children at home, does anyone have any references for how much a literate environment at home benefits a child's learning at school? and is there a gender differentiation in terms of this potential deprivation in materially poor homes? 

I would be grateful to hear of particular studies.

Thanks and regards 

Susan Durston
Regional Education Adviser
UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia ( ROSA )
Kathmandu , Nepal



Colleagues – Regarding positive gender roles, I believe it is vitally important to promote role socialization that helps boys and girls develop a self image and an identity that are positive and operational within their culture and larger society. Mapping of gender roles sounds interesting; I imagine it would be done at various spheres of influence (family, school, and so on). Can mapping include the gender roles being perceived by boys and girls, men and women and being prescribed (formally or informally) by their parents, caregivers, teachers, peers, spouses, supervisors, etc.? Here I am recalling the idiographic/nomothetic model where the taking of organizational roles is influenced by what the incumbent perceives/understands and competencies he/she may have and what is being prescribed by the environment. A related question in this regard is: At what life stage are boys' and girls' men and women roles more likely to be influenced? Early childhood, childhood, adolescence, youth, adulthood? Is gender socialization cumulative in the sense of building lasting, positive or negative competencies that mediate in the taking of gender role at various life stages? 

Gilberto Mendez
Senior Education Specialist 
Christian Children's Fund
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