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        UNGEI GirlsEd-Net eDiscussion #1: Early Childhood Care and Education

           Message sent 20 November 2006

http://www.ungei.org/listserve/index_1093.html

Dear UNGEI eDiscussion members,

This is the final instalment of posts from our first eDiscussion on Early Gender Socialization. We thank you for your active participation and Nurper Ulkuer for expertly moderating the discussion. At the end of the document is a summary of the discussion by Nurper, which was shared with participants of the UNGEI meetings in Cairo last week. This helped inform the discussion that fed into the Education for All High-Level Group meeting, as well as our work in early childhood development. 

The next eDiscussion will begin in a few weeks. Stay tuned!

Best regards,

UNGEI 


Thank you for this discussion. It is fascinating to see where we are with respect to gender socialization in different parts of the world. Most of my gender role information comes from girls and they seem to see what could be changed quite clearly, perhaps more clearly than many of us, because they have not yet been fully limited by expected and traditional roles. I would suggest including girls (and boys when relevant) in these online discussions to serve as a model and to gain the perspective of those closest to the target area. 

I believe that most of our quotes, proverbs and mottos are stereotypes that grow from a biased and entrenched global system in which children were not considered as individuals, and in which our understanding of psychology and biology lags behind politics. 

In almost a decade of working with nursery age children (2 years 9 months to five years old), I found that offering boys and girls a smorgasbord of choices rather than restricting what they were offered as activities according to preconceived roles led to happier, i.e., liberated children, which may not be something compatible with some cultural and/or religious beliefs that oppress children. When boys, for example, tended to act macho with girls, the girls would roll their eyes and not feel threatened because it simply seemed silly. When girls went to the kitchen area because that's where their mothers spent a great deal of time, boys would ask them to leave and play outside. Many did make that choice and became excellent sports players. In addition, when talk turned to gender at storytelling time, these young children were quick to identify roles through observation, and enjoyed challenging them. 

When teaching in middle and high school, I could identify the children who had a smorgasbord approach to activities and roles. They had a wider lens with which to see the world. 

I think the idea of global schools, by the way, is an excellent one. 

Andrea Johnston, Co-Founder and President 

Girls Speak Out ® Foundation

www.girlsspeakout.org 



I have received your email and glad to know that my views and opinions are being considered as important contribution for the eDiscussion on the particular issue that you raised just at the appropriate time. 

Still, a lot of people of our society ignore girls’ education means a denial to girls’ potentialities as human being and that is why they are marginalised social class due to traditional mindset, cultural and intellectual backwardness. 

And any we have to fight it out through professional, academic and cultural campaign at each and every rung of the society and in this regard your initiation, patronisation and support in this regard is remarkable. 

Thank you 

With Kind Regards 

Subrata Banerjee

Professional- Gender & Development

Kolkata, Bengal, India 


Dear Colleagues,

It has been stimulating to be a part of the ongoing conversations on Early Gender Socialization. From being a passive reader I could not help but jump in.

1. Cultural specificities of early gender socialization are critical and within them class based responses and expectations. This element needs to be considered. 

2. Equity and equality cannot be simply taken out of context, whilst conscious space for equity can be created by parents who aspire towards gender equity and consciously create opportunities through child rearing and nurturing environments for ensuring that their children grow into and are provided skills to meet expectations of equity. However, as new believer parents they too need peer and group reinforcement that these expectations or norms towards gender equity/equality (two are not synonymous, the former being higher ordered) will be endorsed by their own wider community so that the young ones may have a chance to express and achieve the aspirations not inhibited by gender. 

3. I remember my own childhood days when my grandmother would emphasise that I need to be 'gunni' one with talent and special skills to bear and persevere, so that I may be accepted when I grow up and go to someone else's home. The approval seeking syndrome was so high as was the journey preparing a young girl to grow into a role that was expected of her when she got married. The young child was so conscious of her journey somewhere else more permanent than the current one in her parents home. That trauma continued to remain within as she was reminded off and on about the transient nature of her stay in her maternal/paternal home. On another note, the expectation of the girl to have all the 'gunn' or special talents expected (born to those roles with spiritual/religious sanctity)whilst the boy to remain at bay, a free spirit accepted at all costs made boys inertia ridden and de-skilled and spoilt. Some of course revolted against excessive masculine expectations of bravery, courage, no tears, freedom to do what ever and shouldering responsibility... Of course much has changed and much has not since. 

4. My brother had to be subjected to circumcision as per the family custom/tradition of centuries at the age of 7 when he was totally traumatised for enduring the rights of passage ...a totally steeped practice for early gender socialisation. For my brother it was the most damaging experience which has not left his psyche still. In many households this is still practiced whilst our generation purged it. Rites of passage in different cultures and contexts/regions are critical to observe and document if we want to understand early gender socialization. Many of these customs are embedded in issues of security, protective corrective roles of men vis a vies women, public announcements to ensure that gender expectations have been publicly registered. 

5. As a young mother bringing up two boys in diverse cultural settings of USA, UK, Hong Kong and Pakistan it was a conscious effort on my part rather than my husband's to make them conscious of their human traits irrespective of gender including ability to share emotions, shoulder housework, wash and sometimes darn their clothes...as well as participate in a lot more activities in various social settings. The thought uppermost being that whilst women and girls have become very challenged and aspire liberation men and boys are too monofocused and set in stereotypical suffocating roles creating a potential imbalance in relationships between the two genders. How can boys learn to become human without a feeling of implicit and frankly misplaced superiority which is often misrepresented and misquoted in our religion Islam? 

6. Too often we see amongst the poor a recourse to early gender socialization which places a lot of responsibility of girls and boys for labour substitution through premature 'adult' behaviour patterns. Children become men and women in an accelerated manner because fathers loose jobs, are prone to substance abuse, mothers must work whilst siblings need care, boys need to work, girls need to be withdrawn from school; primary education is not sufficient to get by in life and no opportunities exist beyond primary schooling in local settlements etc. 

A conscious dialogue on the topic of what is desirable and what is not from the parents/ caregivers/duty bearers’ perspective would be timely for principles to be ploughed into child caring and socialization. 

A frank and modest contribution, 

Baela Raza Jamil 

Chairperson /Coordinator Programmes 

Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA) Public Trust Pakistan 

www.itacec.org



Dear Nurper and friends, 

I’m a public health researcher in the UK (and a man), so my response will reflect this. I will also make reference to the WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health (CSDH), of which I'm a member of the Women and Gender Equity Knowledge Network. 

I’ll begin by drawing attention to the generally accepted idea that there is not one single 'masculinity' but rather, many equally valid ‘masculinities’ - and that it’s the globally dominant version - characterised by toughness, competitiveness rather than collaboration, excessive risk taking, and the suppression of emotions - which is the basis both for the socialisation problems we’re discussing, and also for sustaining patriarchy - the systematic domination by men of women and other men. 

It's a well established principle in public health that prevention is better than cure and that it often makes sense to 'refocus upstream', away from the usual approach of treating conditions, to preventing them happening in the first place. In practice both approaches are usually necessary - but the 'downstream' curative approaches always get more attention. 

Gender debates are almost always about the impact of gender inequity on females. While this is entirely logical, it’s clearly also essential to refocus upstream in order to challenge the (patriarchal) forces that cause the problems with which we’re concerned. A big difficulty here is their endemic nature – patriarchal socialisation practices predominate in almost every country, race and class. 

However, this is no reason to give up, and some are attempting to deal with gendered socialisation and its causes. A current example is the Swedish government’s Delegation for Gender Equality in Pre-school, which has studied, and is now attempting to change gendered socialisation practices in preschool education. This excellent example needs to be taken up on a widespread basis. 

Even further upstream is the need to challenge patriarchy itself. Although 'the p word' can be off-putting to some, unless we acknowledge and confront the phenomenon, our aspirations for gender equity will never be realised. In my view, we need a World Commission on Patriarchy (the name could of course be different) if this issue is to be addressed adequately - and it must of course include men as well as women. 

In the shorter term, it’s important that the CSDH receives good advice if it’s to undertake effective global advocacy. At present its Early Child Development Knowledge Network is taking a biomedical approach to its task; one important outcome of this discussion could be for the UN to contact the CSDH, in order to ensure that this issue is given the serious consideration it merits. 

With best wishes, 

Alex 
Dr Alex Scott-Samuel 

EQUAL (Equity in Health Research and Development Unit) 

Division of Public Health 

University of Liverpool

http://pcwww.liv.ac.uk/~alexss 



I would say that it is the girls who need more of acclimatization (to the "big bad world outside") and empowerment. Their roles need to be redefined. The girls are the ones who are not allowed to be financially independent and are not trained for the same. So change their education. Make them more skilled in outdoor/business oriented and socio-political work. 

The boys are already being given such skills thus their curriculum should be tampered with much except for sensitizing them to the changing gender roles and the need thereof. 

Umesh Sharma

Ed.M. Harvard '05 



One of the quotes, proverbs, mottos or aphorisms that jumps to my mind which describes how boys and girls should be brought up/ and/ or disciplined is "Ignorance is a bliss for girls or women". In Cantonese, we say (Nui Tzee mo choy bin see duc) ="Ignorance is a bliss for girls or women" 

In traditional Chinese families, girls are not encouraged to receive much schooling, not to say to receive higher education. Girls very often have to work around the house like a domestic servant and even worse, like a slave and made to do all the household chores. Even if the girls had a chance to go to school, the needs of the family takes precedence over other things especially her studies. The girls might have to quit school to take care of a younger sibling, a sick member in the family or the elderly members at home. In very poor families, the girls might have to work at a very young age to earn money to supplement the family income and that they are completely denied of the chance of receiving an education. 

Comes Globalisation, things have improved a bit. And traditional Chinese families have begun to see the importance of providing a basic education for the girls. However, in the rural or remote areas where closed-minded societies still exist, people might still hold the belief that" Ignorance is a bliss for girls or women." 

Perhaps, the enthusiasm of the educators in designing projects to continually sharing ideas, sharing knowledge and listening to the needs of the rural people would help improve literacy and help generate interest in girls about the variety of roles and careers that they would be able to take up once they have acquired the proper education, skills and training. 

MTP Fong

Independent Researcher 

Canada


Summary of UNGEI eDiscussion on Early Gender Socialization [Word]
by Nurper Ulkuer

See the whole eDiscussion at http://www.ungei.org/listserve/index_1093.html. 

If this email was forwarded to you, you may subscribe to our mailing list by going to http://www.ungei.org/listserve/.

Visit the UNGEI website at www.ungei.org 
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