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CSW Side Event: Financing Gender Equality in Education

The United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative (UNGEI), the UNICEF Gender and Rights Unit and Education Section, and the Working Group on Girls of the NGO Committee on UNICEF are partnering on a side event to the 52nd session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) entitled “Financing Gender Equality in Education”. The event will bring together experts from the partnership for girls’ education and will focus on the following key issues:

· financing education, especially in the context of girls and the constraints faced by girls, from both micro and macro perspectives;

· the challenges of mobilizing additional resources for girls’ education, especially given the potentially potent frameworks of the EFA Fast Track Initiative (FTI) and Sector-wide approaches (SWAps); and

· the concept and relevance of gender responsive budgeting in education

The UNICEF Deputy Executive Director, Hilde Johnson has been invited to chair the panel. Panelists include:

· Dr. Mercy Tembon, Senior Education Specialist, World Bank, who will speak about mobilizing additional resources for girls’ education in light of the evolving landscape of sector funding
· Dr. Jyotsna Jha, Advisor, Gender, Education & HIV/AIDS, Commonwealth Secretariat, who will focus on Implications for Policy, Planning and Practice, especially as they relate to girls, and the concept and relevance of gender responsive budgeting in education
· Ms. Cheryl Gregory Faye, Head of UNGEI Secretariat, who will address UNGEI’s work on mainstreaming gender and other inclusion issues in national education plans and FTI country processes
· Ms. Ruthi NGO representative Ms. Ruthi Hoffman-Hanchett, Policy Officer Education from World Vision representative and member of the UNGEI secretariat, who will present a NGO statement on financing for girls education
As part of the event, the Commonwealth Secretariat, a member of the UNGEI Global Advisory Committee, will also make available its new publication, Gender in Primary and Secondary Education: A handbook for policy-makers and other stakeholders.

The panel discussion will take place on Monday, 25 February 2008, from 3 – 4:30 p.m. in the Dag Hammarsjkold Library of the United Nations and are open to CSW participants, especially those in a decision-making capacity.
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