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Dear All,

As we enter the week leading up to the 8WAMM conference in Uganda, I want to thank all of you for your participation thus far.  The discussions will play an important role in ensuring that all of the issues relevant to girls’ secondary education are on the table in Uganda, especially those around financing.  While not all submissions following this instalment will be able to inform our presentation in Uganda, I encourage you to share your thoughts during this final week of discussion to address some important questions that will inform our ongoing work around these issues

Over the past week we had some interesting responses discussing the critical role communities, parents and girls’ safety play in ensuring a secondary education is achievable for all.  One respondent highlighted the need to sensitise communities, ensuring parents, who are often illiterate, understand the important benefits education can bring to their young girls.  Several stressed the important role girls’ safety plays, especially in ensuring they attend school, perform well and do not drop out. As one respondent noted, building a boarding house for secondary school girls in a town in Burkina Faso ensured that “…only one out of 41 girls repeated her class and all the 40 girls had good marks and were promoted to the upper grade.”

Many of you stressed that there was no one person or institution responsible for funding secondary education, but rather several different groups were responsible.  “There is a saying 'educate a woman and you have educated a nation'. The financing of the education of the girl child as equally as that of the boy child through secondary school is the responsibility of the community, the government and the immediate family.”  

This raises important questions, however:  How do we ensure funding is sustainable, so that girls can be assured year to year that they will have access to an education?  One respondent said the answer was compulsory education, a model practiced in some developed countries, such as Australia. But again, is it the government’s responsibility to ensure this and if so, who is responsible for funding it?  

Furthermore, how can we ensure funding is not only sustainable, but also accountable and transparent?  It is important that we look at ways to ensure that funding that is available actually reaches those most in need and that those most in need are aware of their rights to this funding.

I look forward to hearing your thoughts during this last week. Thank you for your participation!

Best wishes,
Jennifer
Jennifer Gibson
Research Manager
CAMFED International
Moderator of this eDiscussion



To prevent gender inequity, there is a need to improve awareness of the issues by ALL parties concerned. That is to say, education of the public about the gender inequity issues would be the most crucial step in the right direction.

Perhaps we could look into the following research questions:

(1)How are New Generation Women expressing their Feminine Independence in the GLOBALLY-INFORMED CULTURES of eastern & western societies?

(2)How Important & Effective is the Higher Education Experience of New Generation Women in changing Gendered Attitudes?

(3)How and to what extent are the Patriarchal Culture & the Boys Preference Issue being challenged and resisted by New Generation Women? And how can the New

Generation effect changes, and challenge stale cultural beliefs that discriminated & suppressed women & girls?

Hopefully, male and female children in the world would get an equal chance of receiving a school education, and the goal of Education For All would be achieved in the not-too-distant future.

Sincerely,

MTP Fong
Independent researcher
Canada
mfongc575@rogers.com


Dear Ms. Baela Raza Jamil, 

Greetings from Yohanabad Schools’ Association Pakistan. While appreciating your shared words on the e-list of UNGEI I would request you to join hand in this issue of Post Primary Girls Education in Pakistan. 

As you know that the issue of post primary education needs from a great deal of attention in our surroundings and country so I would request you for a dialogue in this regard so that we both can make the dead end of primary education alive with an effective strategic ways about choices in policy, planning and financing.

Looking forward to a fertile outcome on this issue.

Looking Forward, I am,

Mrs. Shaheen Bhatti
Co-founder
Yohanabad Schools' Association – Pakistan


Dear All,

In contributing to this debate, I believe the facets of culture and geo-political variations are worthy to be mentioned, as differences exist between the underdeveloped and developed countries on girls’ education at these levels. Speaking from the African perspective,   parental attitudes and cultural assumptions, as well as poverty and  religion [coming from the Muslim dominated area], and war are controlling forces contributing to set backs to girls not only accessing , but not completing secondary and allied upper level education.

Nonetheless, as has been my position in my presentations on girls’ education in Africa, there is the need for dual responsibilities from the government (policy makers) and the community to finance and support the education of girls (regardless of  the state of poverty in the  continent). This can come in the form of   scholarship awards and other allied incentives to girls to access and complete their secondary education. The strategy will minimize cost, or financial burden, often a defacto to schooling for girls in Africa, especially in the rural areas.

Reinforcing the policy and establishing more gender segregated secondary schools, i.e.  all girls day/boarding schools systems will increase the chances of parents enrolling their girls into these schools. The reason is not far from the fact that many parents especially orthodox Muslim rural/urban parents, especially from my home country northern Nigeria [and indeed most Islamic countries with heavy Muslim population], consider first, the safety of their girls in secondary schools. This safety issues are based on protecting their daughters against sexual abuse and unwanted pregnancies, so as to preserve their family honor and marry the girls according to Islamic injunction. Hence, providing an all girls secondary schools for these community of parents will certainly motivate the parents to enroll their daughters and even support the cost of schooling for the girls as they are currently undertaking in Islamiyya schools. 

Governments in countries with Islamic community based religious values as part of culture, can also support traditional religious schools financially [this also applies to Christian schools], and with the consent of the parents and religious leaders through Memorandum Of Understanding (MoU)   implement the Universal Basic Education Programs (as part of MDGs), by introducing formal curriculum in Muslim Islammiyya Schools (secondary level education) attended by Muslim girls, as in the   case of  northern Nigeria, they are gender segregated. The strategy will encourage parents to support girls attending these secondary levels of education and even beyond, as many Islamic universities with secular curricula have sprang up in the parts of northern Nigeria and other countries similar with such religious institutions in Africa. This educational policy synergy of formal and Islamic schools for girls will definitely boost access and completion of secondary education for girls on these educational levels. 

Community social responsibilities can be facilitated through the all female policy maker(s) organizations  as Forum of African Women Educationists, who for the past years have being doing a good job, by ‘networking’ at the government level and the grassroots to ensure equity of access to education for girls in Africa. The organizations’ good work is commendable, but more has to be done to ensure  that the ‘voices’ they represent are hard and acted upon, by maximizing their influences through   budgets and resource allocation  to  segregated girls schools in their various countries.

Community responsibilities can be facilitated from African women based organizations in diaspora (Europe and Americas) i.e.  Akina Wawa. Such associations can provide support directly in the form of scholarships and awards to girls attending secondary schools, to ensure completion at that level.  These organizations can support the establishment of girls schools back in Africa, donate resources as books, finance, generators 9to serve girls boarding secondary schools), computers and other learning and teaching resources that will meet the needs of girls in secondary schools. Such citizen collective responsibilities are not only going to support the girls, but the girls will also see these women as role models and strive to become like them someday. Girls need role models as female teachers; leaders etc to not only motivate them to schooling but also their parents.  

Government agencies should also encourage literacy programs for parents, especially in rural areas of Africa; only when parents are conscientious and value the benefit of education will they be motivated to enroll and pay for the cost of their daughters’ education. If they have this futuristic notion on the positive dividend of girls’ education, absolutely, more girls will achieve success in secondary and tertiary level education in Africa. 

Since poverty is a fundamental issue for parents’ gender choice to educational access  in most families in Africa, the government should support community initiatives related to family oriented informal economic sector, by providing them ‘interest free’ soft loans in sectors as agriculture,  dairy management, livestock agriculture, and other allied sectors, to boast their production, as well  sustain the family economically.

The bottom line is that, responsibilities should be undertaken by both government and parents. Governments in Africa should implement culture-friendly policies that will motivate and accommodate parents to support their girls’ access and completion of secondary and possibly tertiary education in Africa.

Even though my contributions reflect Africa, I believe that developed countries also face problem of girls’ education at the secondary level. In countries like US and Canada, the religious practices of the fundamental Christian Mormons, has inhibited many girls access and completion to even primary education and above, despite the availability of free public schools for these girls in such rich countries. Many of the girls are married away to members of the sects from as young as ages 13/14. I guess this example is similar to the religious practices of some orthodox Muslim parents on the education of girls especially in rural Africa discussed above. In those countries where feminist discourses are strong, there is the need for women in policy making sectors to protect the rights of these girls to education, as suggested with the African scenario. Women leaders must take social and political responsibilities that will facilitate girls’ education at the secondary and tertiary levels.

Additionally, girls’ human trafficking [which is also practiced from the African continent] from the poor countries to rich ones in Europe and the Americas, often used  as commodities for  prostitution is also a systemic practice inhibiting girls from accessing and completing secondary education. The solution to this may be related to tough international laws and penalties on adults engage in moving these girls and denying them their right to education. 

In conclusion, I believe  the UNGEI    implementation  strategies on a global perspective should also pay more attention to former  and existing war conflict countries having very  large population of girls ‘left behind’ in this level of education .

Lantana Usman, PhD

Assistant Professor

Education Program

University of Northern British Columbia

Prince George, BC, Canada



Dear All: 

The absolutely necessary step for ensuring that girls can access secondary education is to make it COMPULSORY for EVERY child to attend school to an age that will ensure access to secondary education. This is the case in Australia: it is not without problems, associated with the issue of providing relevant educational programmes for very different types of students, but it has the advantage of indicating clearly that girls are simply the same as boys with respect to the need for them to be educated.

It has been a powerful way of counteracting cultural assumptions in some migrant communities that education for girls is only necessary to a very basic level.

In communities where education of girls through high school is not expected, it may be necessary to conduct a public education campaign stressing the financial and social benefits of secondary education for girls. This should be the responsibility of governments. It should also be the responsibility of governments to ensure that educational funding is available to provide access for all. This may involve an entirely public system or some mix of private and public educational institutions, but whatever the system governments must be responsible for seeing that the education offered to the marginalized and disadvantaged is not of poor quality.

There may need to be a campaign of public education to show how the national economy benefits from educating its youth. 

Certainly on the personal level, recent research in Australia shows that there is a clear advantage in life-time earnings for students who complete year 12 of secondary schooling (usually at an age of 17 or 18). This advantage in total life-time earnings is currently greater for males than for females, but this is probably due to interrupted earning patterns in the female work force due to childbearing or care responsibilities. Universal paid maternity leave would help redress this, but we've not yet managed to achieve this, 

Jennifer Strauss

Australian Federation of University Women

2/12 Tollington Ave

East Malvern 3145

Phone/Fax: (03) 9885 8132



I am happy join the eDiscussion.  I think a woman always dreams to get marriage but of course in the perfect ages. And change their mind for education is good. Women can reach more knowledge and can make a great family with a great husband.

Shirin Umri


penuaandini@yahoo.com
Dear All,

There is a saying 'educate a woman you have educated a nation'. The financing of the education of the girl child as equally as that of the boy child through secondary school is the responsibility of the community, the government and the immediate family.

In Cameroon the most intelligent students from poor backgrounds are given scholarships by the councils, associations, NGOs and religious organisations.

The family is normally the first sponsor of the girls but the girls go through all sorts of discrimination both at home and in the society. They are forced to do petty trading after school and during holidays while the boy child spends his time revising his notes, doing homework or playing with his friends.

She has to go through all this in order to pay her school fees, buy school materials and even that of her brothers. It has been proven that in the midst of all these activities, she has been abused by men; some of these girls have been raped by wicket men who pretend to buy some of their articles.

The sponsoring of the girl -children's education in Cameroon is mostly done by their mothers. Women are involved in all types of  income generating activities in Cameroon such as coffee, cocoa, groundnuts, etc co-operatives; various financial schemes; such as rotating savings to train their children especially the secondary education.

I am suggesting that banks should grant small loans to viable women's group to enable them train the girls through secondary schools. The government should be more involved in the financing of the education of the female students through secondary schools. Human rights groups should be very much implicated in the education of the girls as far as citizenship education is concerned.

Dr. Elizabeth Tamajong, PhD
National Centre for Education
Yaoundé, Cameroon
vukehtamajong@yahoo.com
Tel: 237 760 23 56  


Dear All,

The issue of girl child education is very important for the realisation of both MDGs and EFA Goals. But most of the schools in rural areas have classrooms that are dilapidated, with floors that are not cemented and thus dusty. There are windows and doors with no shutters. Such classrooms have few desks for pupils and some of them seat on makeshift forms and/or stones. But the most worrying issue is the lack and/or poor state of toilet and sanitary facilities. 

With the kind of facilities described in the foregoing, girls find it very difficult to utilize such facilities, especially when they are menstruating.

On the other hand boys may sit with difficulties on a stone or makeshift form in a classroom, but girls especially those who are big (in upper primary) would find it very hard and discouraging. Even if they sit on them, the nature of their school uniform, if they have any or dress inhibits them from concentrating in class. They would have to be careful and sensitive not to expose themselves to ridicule by both teachers and the boys. When they have to stand up to answer questions, go through a ‘social ritual’. They have to make sure that their dress is properly in place before standing up to answer a question. They do the same when sitting down. On the other hand boys have no such ‘social ritual’ to go through as they can stand and sit without much problem or worrying about their shorts. 

The psychic cost (loss of dignity and privacy) incurred by girls by learning in such a gender insensitive classroom and school without proper physical and sanitary facilities is very high. The result is that most girls in such schools will not come to school regularly as and will not come at all when they are in their monthly periods. In some case, to save themselves from embarrassment all the time some girls choose to drop out of school completely.

Sexual harassment and abuse by Teachers and Boys

Abuse and sexual harassment of the girl-child is common in most of our schools and this is making school not be friendly for our girls. Girls are often abused, beaten and humiliated in class. There were also cases of pregnancy reported in schools. Pupils are aware and clear about two issues. First, that girls are more disadvantaged than boys in school participation. Two they recognize that there are both out-of and in-school factors that contribute to this disparity. Girls are very disadvantaged because they are always abused by people they trust most. what is sad is because most of the NGOs working in the area of protecting this vulnerable people either they lack capacity, interest or sometimes they are compromised.  This year alone I have handled very many cases of children that are abused sexually by teachers or by the people that are known to them, though my organization is not working on the issue of children, and as a result I have decided to work towards protecting girls in my community.

One of the work cases was in Kisumu District, Kadibo Division, where a teacher of Hongo Radhiang Primary was accused of defiling 48 children on different dates and even sired a child with one the pupil a class five, and the baby is 6months now. What make the story traumatizing is that the man was later freed due to lack of the evidence, But we are not stopping here we are moving to department of children service to compel this man to support this baby, what we would be help in is how best to help this children to manage the trauma .Here the girl child must be supported at all cost, but we must make deliberate efforts and its high time we implement theory of change within our self and the organizations we work for.

Chris Owalla

Community Initiative Action Group-Kenya

P.O.Box 9034, 40100

Kisumu

grassrootlink@yahoo.com 
+254-722-901170



Dear All,

This is an interesting debate in the arena of social development and gender development in particular. 

“what is it about our environment that makes it hard/impossible for girls to access secondary education and post primary opportunities?”

This is certainly an important question today, in the context of development in the developing countries but at the same time, the answer of the question is less complicated than the entire socio-economic, socio-political, socio-cultural are solely responsible to it.

In India, we experienced that parents are not sending their children in the school (primary/post- primary standards) due to acute poverty situation and it is also important to note that there is absolutely a lack of good sense about the utility of such training, on the part of parents of those children. Still, those who are coming from relatively middle class are also not sensitive enough and aware about the necessity of educating their children and the girl children in particular have become the victims of such kind of deep-rooted practices.

On the other hand, since independence the ruling elite in India along with conservative and worst kind of lackadaisical bureaucratic traditions and culture have never ever been interested to educate those hapless children till date and whatever the policies have taken by the Union and the State Governments in respect to primary and post-primary education are the result of international pressure and internal demands placed by active and prominent civil society organisations.

The southern and northeastern states that showed interests have done good job and achieved a lot. But northern and eastern states like West Bengal, Bihar, U.P., M.P., Haryana, Punjab failed not only in the education sector but also in all sectors like health care, community participation, right to information, water and sanitation etc. West Bengal is heading the list. Due to absence of political will, corruption at each and every segment of political and civil administration from village panchayet to state level administration, the leadership has only attached importance to the things that will cover-up their malpractices and sustain long term political interests just to stay on power and exploit the resources both material and human. It is also interesting to note that from time to time the state government (West Bengal) released different kinds of reports on development issues are contained exceptionally highest level false figures, statistics and self-made ridiculous theories of existing situation that penetrate the very reason of social development. That is why, all kinds of development initiatives as taken by the government failed miserably and still then they don’t care for it.

In India, ensuring primary education is still an illusion and it is more pathetic that we got several well educated Prime Ministers till date since independence, but nobody take desirable care to pursue strong-willed policies and strategies to ensure child’s right to education and development.

So thus based on the analysis, we can say that both poverty and traditional practices and most importantly the political elites of India has been solely responsible for the causes of India’s underdevelopment per se.   

Subrata Banerjee

Consultant- Child Education & Child Protection

India

Email ID: redbanerji@yahoo.ca


Greetings 

Please find below my contribution to the discussion.

The question is very clear; people are invited to say whether “School-going costs are the biggest barrier to secondary education. Here’s a case I was told last week. I was visiting our work on the field. Among the activities are scholarships for secondary school girls. I was told the story of a particular girl: she was very talented and had excellent marks at the primary school final exam and secondary school entrance exam. Plan International has been giving scholarships to girls to continue with post primary education. When the selection committee met in January at the provincial level, her name appeared on the list of those girls who passed the secondary school entrance exam with excellent marks, so she was selected. When the scholarship committee went to the school the girl was not there. After investigation, they found her and discovered she had not been attending school because her parents did not have the means to for pay the registration fee which was about $60. As classes had been going on for a few months, she could not register anymore. Her dreams for a better future were over. After negotiations, the school principal agreed she register her the following year. Another arrangement was that she could come and sit in class but would not be tested as she had missed half of the school year. That at least secured her a place. She “repeated” the class and a full school year the following year. That was four years ago. Since then, she has always been top of her class. This girl, though she has left her village and has been staying with a host family in the small town where the school is has always succeeded. This case is a perfect illustration that school-going costs are the biggest barrier to secondary education.

Though that case is pathetic and tends to respond positively to your question, I would say that it is a big barrier but there are other obstacles. Plan Burkina gave 1000 scholarships to 1.000 girls last year to attend secondary school. The scholarship is used to pay for tuition, library, supplies, food, lodging in some cases, etc. Some girls have bought bicycles with that money. At the end of the academic year, one third of the girls failed to pass to the upper grade and about 11% were excluded. 

On the other hand, we contributed to building a boarding house in a town and girls attending the different secondary schools in the city can stay there. They sleep in dormitories, each has a bed, they have electricity to study, are fed normally with 3 meals a day, they are protected from all kinds of violence, they receive psychological support from the nuns who run the center, etc. At the end of the school year, only one out of 41 girls repeated her class and all the 40 girls had good marks and were promoted to the upper grade.

This year, the center is hosting 67 girls instead of 40 which is its normal capacity. At the beginning of the school year, many girls went to the sisters and asked to be allowed to live within the premises of the center. They did not care whether there were beds or room in dorm, food, etc; all they wanted was: security, peace to study, being away from all the housework, harassment, etc.

For clear, cost is not the only barrier. The example of the girls and the boarding center clearly indicates what the barriers are

Thanks
Maurice OUEDRAOGO

National Learning Advisor

Plan Burkina Faso
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