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UNGEI eDiscussion #3: Secondary Education and other Post Primary Opportunities

Moderator:  Jennifer Gibson, Research Manager, CAMFED International
Date: 15 May 2007


Dear all,
In the week since we initiated the third E-discussion on secondary education, we’ve had several responses to our first question on whether school-going costs were the biggest barrier to post-primary schooling.
These responses have done a good job of highlighting the complexity of issues that underpin access to secondary education, especially for girls. Some have stressed the prohibitive nature of cost, especially in Africa, while others have pointed out that there are a great many barriers to education, of which cost is only one. Cultural and traditional beliefs can result in gender inequity in schools, as the home environment limits a girls’ potential. “Cash poor, time poor situations”, as one respondent pointed out, means schooling is often a luxury many families can ill afford. This is especially true when, in addition to lost labour in the home, there is a fee associated with merely attending school and long distances make the journey to and from school either impossible and/or unsafe.
Health was also highlighted by several respondents as a critical factor, as it can lead to poor self-image, lack of confidence and low self esteem. This can create a “learned helplessness”, as one respondent pointed out, and is compounded by poverty, which limits the health seeking behaviour of girls and young women.
While research has shown that education, especially secondary, can improve the health of both a girl and her future children, the school environment can also play a detrimental role in her health. The recently released “World Report on Violence Against Children”, commissioned by former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, cited violence in school as a cause of non-attendance, drop outs and poor performance, raising some key questions: How best can we tackle the school environment to ensure it does not act as a barrier to secondary education? What can be done to ensure it provides a safe haven for students, especially girls, at the secondary level?
The initial responses to the issue of cost as a barrier to secondary schooling are listed below. We welcome any more reactions you may have to the response thus far or, taking the discussion one step further, to the role of the school environment.
Thank you for your interest and your continued contributions!
Jennifer Gibson
Research Manager
CAMFED International
Moderator of this eDiscussion


I would say school-going costs are not necessarily the biggest barriers to secondary education. Sometimes, it all depends on the individual whether he/she wants to go through the formal secondary education or not. So very often we hear of the success stories of the great men and women in the world who are "self-made" successes, who though lacking the chances of going to school to receive a formal education or qualification, somehow, they are very disciplined, self-directed, self-motivated and "self-taught", and learned all the things that the school-going people learned and with their great determination, willpower & perseverance, they have become high flyers and achievers. So, I tend to believe that: "where there is a will, there's a way."
Whereas for some students, even they may be offered FREE education, they might not value the opportunity of going to school, but would rather spend their time on other pursuits in life.
Depending on different countries, regions, societies & communities we are talking about, there are certainly a great many barriers to secondary education. What I could think of includes the following, via:
(1) Social barriers: for example: traditional beliefs, cultural norms, customs, societal pressures, communities pressures, peer pressures, family pressures, gender inequity issues etc.
(2) Economic barriers: Scarcity of resources rendering the "cash poor, time poor situations" (i.e. there's only time for work, but no time for school).
(3) Political barriers: Are the girls living in war-torn zones/regions? Are they living under a stable government? or a government of corruption? Is the country or region littered with all kinds of social problems?
(4) Technological barriers: Are the girls living in a country or region that is cut-off from the technological reach? (e.g. without internet access or computer & telecommunications networks?)
(5) Geographical barriers: Great geographical distance. Are the girls living in rural villages & back country areas with very poor roads & infrastructures? and that they have to walk long distances to get to a school from where they live?
(6) Psychological barriers: Often being discouraged by family or peers to believe in "Ignorance is a bliss" hence, resulting in the girls' low aspiration & esteem.
(7) Physical barriers: Girls' own personal poor health causing the girls' poor self-image, lack of confidence and low esteem, and most of all, "learned helplessness".
(8) Religious barriers: Believe in fate & destiny (i.e. believing that they have to walk in the path of what is being destined and cannot change anything or much of anything).
(9) Influence from the global culture: Believing that "education may not pay much", but many other industries and trades may often pay more."
Looking forward to hearing all the interesting thoughts & views on the eDiscussion#3: Secondary Education and other Post Primary Opportunities.
Sincerely, 
MTP Fong
Independent Researcher
Ontario, Canada
mfongc575@rogers.com


Dear all, 
This is a very interesting topic. The cost of secondary education has been a barrier to the education of most girls in Cameroon. They are many intelligent girls from poor homes who can not have equal opportunities like their colleagues from rich families. Some of them cannot afford school materials, fees or three square meals a day.
Following the presidential decree of 1995 making all public education free of charge in Cameroon has seen the increased number of girls in the government secondary and vocational schools.
We still have to look at the cost of health that is a good health programme for the schools including health insurance. What percentage should be paid by the state and the parents?
Some countries in Africa have no health insurance policy for schools and this can very frustrating for certain families.
Subsidising vocational education for girls from low income families is very encouraging.
To meet the goals of EFA, the state should provide subsidies for school materials to both teachers and students, scholarship to the best performing girls from very poor background and a health insurance.
I will contribute more as time will permits.
Dr. Elizabeth Tamajong, PhD
National Centre for Education
Yaoundé, Cameroon
vukehtamajong@yahoo.com
Tel: 237 760 23 56 


This mail is to get me registered in the discussion.
I guess the first issue is to ascertain from countries what research is available, and I would be interested to learn about this.
Look forward to the discussion.
Best regards to all
Susan 
Susan Durston
Regional Education Adviser
UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia (ROSA)
PO Box 5815 , Lekhnath Marg, Kathmandu, Nepal
Telephone: +(977)1 4417082
Facsimile: +(977)1 441 9479
E-mail: sdurston@unicef.org 


Dear Jennifer Gibson and List Members, 
While appreciating and seconding the key note eDiscussion I also affirm the school-going costs are the biggest barrier to secondary education.
In addition I would further elaborate that the situation in Pakistan is such that people always take the revenge of their family enmity by abducting; abusing or raping the girls so the fear of such risks parents with family enmity stop sending their girls for further secondary education in a long distanced schools.
Conversely another myth which put barriers to girls’ secondary education is that “Secondary Schools” takes the girls away from their family and neighborhood values (as girls become outspoken in their personal and family issues).
Another issue is of earnings and jobs. In practice the parents send their girls to high or post secondary education to secure jobs and earning after schoolings but it is a pity that availability of jobs are not available on merit levels in Pakistan so parents thought that sending their girls for secondary and post secondary schools as a waste of time and money.
With much appreciation to the discussion moderator, Jennifer Gibson and the discussion initiators, In Sharing I am,
Mrs. Shaheen Bhatti
Co-Founder, 
Yohanabad Schools’ Association – Pakistan,
94 Saroba Garden,
17 KM, Ferozpur Road,
Nishtar Town,
Lahore - 54760,
Pakistan
Ph: 0092-42-5824934; 0092-42-8487287
Fax: 0092-42-5820871
Yohanabad Schools’ Association – Pakistan: ysa_pakistan@yahoo.com
Alternate Email: mrs_shaheenbhatti@yahoo.com 
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