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Let me welcome the true believers –

We are at a conference entitled Women Deliver. As we have heard – women have been delivering throughout history. 

They have been delivering not just the next generation of humanity, but also educating them. 
Mothers are the first and most important teachers, tending to the sick in the family, fetching water, cooking and feeding the family, preserving and enriching our cultures and increasingly, providing leadership in communities & societies.
Women have indeed been delivering more than their fair share. It is time – as it was said yesterday at the plenary for society to deliver for women. 

What can we do – what is the very best that society could do to impower women so that they continue to deliver even better, but in a fairer manner, for the well-being of humanity?
The very best investment we can make to impower women for their own well-being and the well-being of humanity at large – is no doubt investment in girls education.
That is why we have organized this panel discussion – not on women’s health – but on girls education
Because girls education is the best investment in the long run – for women’s health, even men’s health – and society’s health
Why is that so?
Because studies after studies have shown that educating girls is perhaps the most cost-effective ways of: 
· raising economic productivity

· lowering infant & maternal mortality

· improving nutrition & health

· halting the spread of HIV/AIDS & other disease

· and reducing poverty 

Indeed if poverty eradication is our goal – basic education in particularly of girls is unquestionable the surest and fastest way to reach that objective.
Why?
     -
      Because an educated girl tends to marry later
· She is more likely to space her pregnancies
· More likely to seek and get medical care for herself and her child

· Ensure that her children, especially girls, attend school

· Educated women more likely to be liberated from household chores to income earning activities

· More likely to claim her rights and rights of her children

· Education gives a young woman a sense of personal empowerment and self confidence to make decisions that affect her life

· Society as a whole benefits for girls education

Because of these multiple benefits, we believe that girls’ education is key to breaking the inter-generational transmission of poverty.
It is out of this belief that the United Nations launched the UN Girls Education Initiative – or UNGEI.  UNGEI is anchored by UNICEF but strongly supported by UNESCO and 13 other UN agencies and entities, and numerous other organizations
But is there real evidence that girls education actually helps improve women’s health, children’s well-being, economic productivity, etc.?
Our panelists will share with us such evidence based on their work and research. But let me cite just a couple of examples.
The latest edition of The Lancet shows that based on a 30-year cohost study in Matlah Bangladesh, maternal mortality was 3 times lower among women who had 8 years and education compared with women who had no formal education. In the same community abortion – related mortality was 11 times lower among educated women compared to those who had no education.

Elsewhere, we have seen that every year of mothers’ education corresponds to 5 to 10% lower mortality rate in children under 5 years.

In Kenya, for example, one study showed that crop yields could rise up to 22% if women farmers enjoyed the same education and decision making authority as men.
But to realize full potential of girls’ education, countries need to overcome the barriers that keep girls away from attending schools
Again, our panelists will address that issue too –
Eliminating school fees and other costs and offering girls scholarships have prove very powerful incentives in many countries – Bangladesh, Mexico, Uganda, Tanzania
Ensuring safety and security of girls in schools – and in transit to schools very important for parents to decide whether or not to send their daughters to school.  Making schools girls-friendly, i.e. by having separate toilets; more women teachers – of critical importance
Now let us be clear that emphasis on girl’s education does not imply that boys are ignored. Indeed there is evidence that emphasis on girls’ education is very good for boys as well.
Because reforms undertaken to make education safer, more relevant, and more empowering of girls, benefit all students, boys as well as girls.
All children benefit from expansion of ECD programmes, flexible school hours, water and sanitation facilities in schools, child-friendly and violence free environment.
Indeed benefits of girls’ education – ripple through families, communities, nations, sectors and the whole world.
That is why we must give the highest priority to deliver better education to girls, so when they become women, they deliver to humanity all the goodness we treasure.
Let me now call on our distinguished panelists to deliver their stories, examples, evidence on the power of girls’ education to empower women. 
Thank you.
