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It is widely acknowledged that the empowerment of women must begin with the empowerment of girls through education, and that financing of gender equity in education is a critical starting point.  Regrettably, while we all acknowledge this, we don’t always finance it like we believe it. , 
Girls still remain less likely to enroll and graduate than boys and women still account for two-thirds of adults without literacy skills.  There are many reasons; ranging from poverty to patriarchy, but included is the lack of prioritization and financing by government, donors and NGOs. This has to change!

As the representative for the Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), World Vision International would like to discuss the responsibility of the State to finance girls’ education and the unique role that NGOs can play in helping governments through advocating, partnering and complementing the work of the State in order ensure that all children enjoy their right to a quality gender-equitable education 
I want to begin by reminding us that the primarily responsibility for financing education for girls’ is that of the State. Governments are morally, socially and legally required to ensure the entire population enjoys their human rights- including the right to education. These responsibilities are reinforced by most national constitutions and laws and various international conventions, which are ratified by states and binding to all future administrations. 

Yet despite these rights and obligations of governments, and all the promises past,  women, and  girls, as well as boys, in all parts of the world, are still denied the right to a quality education .

Our education goals have been missed in large part due to a lack of dedicated funding. The Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education stated in 2006 “Rhetoric in favour of girls’ rights has not prevented education from continuing to be one of the lowest budget priorities and one of the least favoured areas in public policy.” (Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Girls’ right to education. Report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on the right to education, Mr. V. Munoz Villalobos, E/CN.4/2006/45) 

Governments need to re-examine macroeconomics policies and start viewing education not as a service or expenditure, but as a human right, and seriously fund quality education.

We should also keep in mind that financing education for girls requires redress for all the reasons girls are not in school; only some of which are directly finance related. 

Often prohibitive, indirect costs prevent girls from attending school, even where education is supposed to be free. Such costs may include: school uniforms, transportation, textbooks, sports days and clothing, Other indirect costs may include the reliance of parents on their daughters to help with family chores, contribute to the household income, or childcare in order for parents to work. 

States and NGOs can play a role in eliminate these fees or underwriting their costs through efforts like scholarships, bicycles to get to class, or creative micro-enterprise development projects that, for instance, might produce school uniforms at a low cost while providing income to parents.

States must go beyond measuring only the financial resources that are allocated towards securing children’s rights, to also include non-financial resources such as technical assistance, human resources and political will.

While the responsibility of government is to ensure all children are included in quality education systems-no matter what their gender, ability, identity, context of emergency, etc. NGOs can and do help them achieve this, through the following ways:

As NGOs we use can advocacy to influence the financing for education, by looking at the amount of money allocated as well as how it is spent.

NGOs can collectively advocate for relief of debt and loan restrictions that limit education financing.

NGOs can advocate:

-For donor governments to allocate their fair percentage of Overseas Development Aid to education-prioritizing girls 

-For developing nations to appropriately fund education with at least 6% of their Gross National Product.

In this way NGOs can help to hold governments and donors accountable to achieving their promises and obligations. NGOs can play a role as stakeholders in gender responsive budget initiatives, ensuring girls and women’s needs and rights are addressed and they are included and involved in decision-making.

Because NGOs work with children, parents and communities often in a very personal way, they have the unique chance to map who is not in school and influence and empower communities to take on many of the factors that keep girls from school.

At the local, grassroots level, NGO-led advocacy can play a very significant role in challenging harmful traditional practices and attitudes that keep girls from completing their education.

However, we must keep in mind that the role of the NGO is not to take the responsibility from the state.  If NGOs step between citizens and government in a primarily service delivery role, it can lead to the erosion of accountability and the contract between elected governments and their citizens. So instead, strengthening the relationship between citizens and their governments is crucial for long-term, sustainable solutions that empower communities. The primary role of most NGOs should be to empower communities, including girls, to know their rights to education and work with their government at various levels to ensure all people are educated. 
NGOs can also partner with States through sharing work, and in-kind, and human resources. One way NGOs can partner with governments is through research collection. Working with communities and universities we can collect sub-national data on girls to best focus resources and estimate the necessary costing to include all children in gender-equitable education. Often NGOs work closely with communities of marginalized and left-out children, and thus they can serve as critical partners for inclusion. 
Working together we have greater power. The example of UNGEI demonstrates the strength of partnerships between NGOs, governments and intergovernmental institutions.
Another example of partnership comes from World Vision Mexico where we have partnered with the Mexican national government to strengthen education quality through offering supplementary teacher training and resource development. Over 14,500 students have benefited through developing critical thinking skills, self-esteem, math, language, and sciences skills and awareness of gender equality and human rights.

In some indigenous community of Mexico, WV found girls did not have the same critical thinking skills as boys because their traditions about gender appropriate behavior, kept them from exercising, playing outdoors and moving like boys. Critical thinking and speaking requires interaction between both sides of the brain and moving the body helps develop those pathways. But with the introduction of these training and exercises, the girls’ critical thinking skills were developed and school performance grew significantly.

Partnering with the Mexican government has ensured more girls in the mainstream school system are learning quality outcomes and all children are learning about gender equity. 

Patricia Hartasanchez, who designed and leads the program says, “We are giving girls the opportunity to know the potential they have. They get to move their body, have some fun, enjoy themselves, and see the potential they have inside.”

NGOs can also complement the work of the government through redressing many of the less direct financial costs and social barriers that keep girls from school. As an example, in the rural district of Kigoma, Tanzania, thanks to the Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund, primary school enrollment of girls is growing after the Fund provided the first two-toilet facilities for the village’s primary school

Finally, NGOs have a role to play here at the CSW reminding governments that empowerment of women and gender equity has to be built on the foundation of quality education for girls.  The only mention of girls in the entire first draft CSW agreed conclusions, is in regard to the multiplier effect investing in girls has on productivity, efficiency and sustained economic growth (12 February 2008, Draft presented by the Bureau of the Commission on the Status of Women). But girls are not just a piece of an economic formula. They are rights bearing, beautiful, precious lives, that demand our care-and our resources.

NGOs should never replace the role of States as duty bearers responsible for financing girls’ education, but we also need to see ourselves as partners with the State and communities. As partners, we all must prioritize funding for education that creates inclusive, quality, safe and gender equitable learning environments that ensure girls and boys flourish and become agents of gender equality.
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