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An Issue of Public Concern

'Cause She is More
Vulnerable’

Professor Intilaq AlMutawakil

"If I had one choice to educate either my daughter or my son? Who
to choose???"

This question was raised during my presentation on social equity. This
lecture tackled the significance of "social equity" and "gender" in edu-
cation for inclusive, sustainable development in Yemen. Ministry of
Education statistics show that there is a wide gender gap in basic edu-
cation in Yemen (63% girls to boys ratio), and even worse in secondary
education (44% gitls to boys ratio)1.

Many views were raised responding to the above mentioned question:
As usual, most of the respondents voiced their opinions indicating "the
boy comes first, because he is going to be responsible for the household
livelihood, while the girl will get married and becomes a housewife".
However, there was one unexpected response from a male participant.
He raised his voice "No I would choose to educate my daughter" he said,
surprising the participants "my daughter is vulnerable in our households
and in the society as a whole. I must empower her with choices. She
might remain single, get divorce or becomes a widow. He elaborated
“while the boy has many choices, for example: to move to another town
for a job, immigrate, work in the night or at the most worse times, hold
a paintbrush or hoe and stands waiting for a job on street. These choices
for males are widely accepted in the society, and boys will never be
subject to harassment or humiliation from others. He further illustrated
“this is different for girls, who must be educated to avoid being harassed,
humiliated, and blackmailed or even worse"

A participating woman, who is the head of a department in the institu-
tion she now is a partner in, rushed into the discussion "you are right,
my father educated us equally, me and my four brothers" she said, "He
had his own concerns and had a sense of the future. I now became
the breadwinner of my household. In addition, I support my brother's
children after he passed away" she continued.

Dear readers, this issue of Fatat Al Yemen is dedicated to a question
"Why girls education is more important for their future, their children's
future, their families and for the development of the societies they live
in". “A women is a school by her self, if well prepared, a whole nation
of good will would also be prepared”, Hafidh Ibrahim

Please send us your contributions on this issue to the Newsletters address.
Professor Intilaq AlMutawakil

(Footnotes)

1 Ra'ufa Hassen AlSharafi and Ministry of Education Research Team Paper. Minis-
try of Education, Sana'a 2005. Based on Ministry of Education "Annual Educational
Survey 2003/2004"
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Girls’ Education Department
at the Ministry of Education

For advocating girls education- No.(2)Nov-Dec 2007

Girls World Communication Center

False Concepts on
Girls Education

Some parents have negative & weak concepts on girls’

education as a result of some wrong traditions or special

interpretation for a reality that does not necessarily get

along with any religious principles. Religious principles

encourage seeking knowledge even in China because it
is a duty of every Muslim.

FATAT ALYEMEN reports on some of this negatine

Percoptions ...see details page 3

Fawzia Noman x

[ have just come back from an official visit to
Saudi Arabia. I met His Highness Prince Khalid
Mishari of Saud, Vice Minister of Education for
Girls Education, and His Excellency Dr. Mu-
hammad AlAmrani, Deputy Minister for Girls
Education.

I was very happy during that visit because
I learned that the Girls Education Authority
was merged within the Ministry of Education
In Saudi Arabia. We discussed many issues in
that meeting including those regarding resident
Yemeni female students in Saudi Arabia. It was
confirmed that Yemeni girls enjoy the same
selection advantages provided to Saudi girls in
education. In fact, this shows how deep relations
are between both countries.

I met several Girls Education staff, specially
in Riyadh and Jeddah, who shared their experi-
ences with me, more particularly Miss AlJau-
hara Mubarak, Director General of the Evalu-
ation and assessment Department, Miss Hissah
AlRumaih, Director General of the Supervision
Department, Miss Asma'a Alkhuzami, Director
General of the Private Education Department,
Miss Fawzia AlSakre, Head of the Literacy and

Exchange of ex-

perince

Adult Education Department and Dr. Samia
BinLadin.

I'had a good impression of the "Literate Quar-
ter" Program that is implemented in Jeddah City.
I contacted the Arab Education Office of the
Gulf Cooperation Council to enquire if it would
be possible to implement this program here in
Yemen. They confirmed that Yemen is already
listed for implementation in this program.

I came back home to Yemen dreaming that
the Literacy and Adult Education Organization
would adopt implementation of this program
in two governorates (Sana'a City "Literate Dis-
trict", and Aden Governorate "Literate Gover-
norate") with assistance from Saudi expertise
in this field and other fields enabling Yemen for
further development of its human capacities and
skills.

Finally, I would like to express my deep ap-
preciation for all the people I met, and for those
whom I did not mention here, and look forward
to meet them all in Yemen.

% Deputy Minister of Girls sector, Ministry of
Education

Annual review of
UNICEF Programs
2007

'Cause She is

More Vulnerable’
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