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Efforts in accelerating.\
Girls Education

In a hard working atmosphere, cooperation
between Unicef and Girls Education De-
partment was done for accelerating the sup-
port for girls education in Yemen. Unicef
provided support through a project includ-
ed the districts of different governorates in
Yemen, which lead to the increase of the of

girls enrollment to education.

Detailsin page 3
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‘Let me Learn’

ABCD

Dr. Fawzia Noman

Girls’ Education is one of the major issues to which
the political leadership represented by H.E. Mar-
shall Ali Abdullah Saleh, President of the Republic,
dedicates all its attention. Special importance as-
signed to this issue was manifested in setting up a
special Girls’ Education department at the Ministry
of Education. Passing of the Republican Decree to
this effect coincided with the celebration of the In-
ternational Women'’s Day in Yemen along with oth-
er countries in the world on March 8, 2005, during
which the government recognized achievements
of Yemeni women by appointing a woman as the
Deputy Minister for the Sector of Girls’ Education
in the rank of the Minister.

At the same time, the Decree expressed concerns
of the political leadership about the difficulties and
obstacles impairing girls” education and contribut-
ing to the increase of drop-out levels for schoolgirls
and low education enrollment rates for girls, es-
pecially in rural and underdeveloped areas, which
causes an upsurge in female illiteracy. Top man-
agement of the Ministry represented by H.E. Dr.

Abdul-Salam Al-Joufi, the Minister of Education,
and Dr. Abdulaziz Bin Habtour, Vice Minister, have
supported this sector by endorsing its structuralisa-
tion on central, governorate and district levels.
Meanwhile, the outcomes of the studies and field
visits revealed that the following factors are the
lead cause of problems hindering girls’ education:
> Economic factors: the government has already
addresse this issue by exempting schoolgirls in
grades one to six and schoolboys in grades one
to three from paying communal contributions. In
addition, the government offered a number of in-
centives to support and encourage girls’ education
including providing free meals, and distributing
schoolbags and school uniforms free of charge, and
other bonuses.

> Social factors: lack of awareness in some local
communities about the importance of girls’ educa-
tion and giving preference to educating boys rather
than girls. This is related to household chores tradi-
tionally performed by girls, such as fetching water
and firewood, shepherding goats and participating
in agricultural activities, in addition to helping their
mothers with domestic duties.

Growing Awareness!

This newsletter can become one of the important
tools of raising awareness about this issue in ad-
dition to other activities by the Department such
as forming Mothers’ and Fathers’ Councils on the
level of each school and enlightening them about
their responsibilities towards supporting their chil-
dren’s education and how these Councils can help
school administration in securing the requirements
and monitoring students’ academic progress, in ad-
dition to bringing back drop-out students.

We, in the Girls’ Education Department, hope that
the cause of girls’ education will gain support from
different parties, including the government, civil
society and grassroots organizations, the private
sector, donor organizations in order to revive girls’
education and raise awareness about its importance.
We should not forget what the poet said:

“Who will help me in raising women,

Because they are the cause of the failure in the
East.

The mother is the school, if you prepare it well,
She will be bringing up good nations.”

Deputy Minister for Girls’ Education
Ministry of Education
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