UNGEI Spokesperson/Champion Concept note

UNGEI’s goal is to ensure that by 2015, all children complete primary schooling with girls and boys having equal access to all levels of education. Its aim is to provide stakeholders with a platform for action and galvanize their efforts to get girls into school. It is in this context that the UNGEI communication team proposes to identify UNGEI spokespersons and champions at global, regional and national levels to create the broad social mobilization needed to ensure that this goal is met. 

The objectives for this activity would be twofold:

· To spread the messages on girls’ education to a wider audience through spokespersons, who can be celebrities or be known among the general public as advocates for girls’ education.

· To advocate for specific issues and policy change related to girls’ education through champions, who can be high-level officials from partner organisations, known for their work around girls’ education among practitioners and decision-makers. Champions would be the key resource people the media could turn to for information on a particular issue around girls’ education, such as HIV/AIDS, empowerment of women, early childhood development, school fees, etc. 
Profile

Spokespersons and champions should be well-known personalities willing to do their utmost to mobilize support for girls’ education and gender equality among the general public and within their industry. These volunteers should have a unique ability to touch people’s hearts with their passion and commitment. They will ideally:

· Demonstrate an active commitment to promoting girls’ education or gender empowerment

· Exemplify good citizenship and are passionate, courageous, inspiring, caring, principled, credible and capable of acting as influential advocates for girls’ education

· Demonstrate leadership in their professions and a willingness to use their professional prestige and networks to promote girls’ education 

· Represent positive role models for young people in particular

· Are articulate and genuinely interested in the issues, and willing to learn more through briefings and field visits, sometimes those involving difficult circumstances. 

· Special talents and experience and a willingness to contribute to activities such as fund-raising, promoting causes or influencing public officials. For example, sports celebrities may be particularly suited to disseminate messages to young people, whereas academics may be adept at influencing donors and policy-makers. Business people may prove to be an asset with fund-raising. 

· Reputation and integrity, sharing the same goals as ideals as UNGEI partners. 
Spokespersons and champions would be representing UNGEI both globally and regionally. They would work for UNGEI on a voluntary basis, be invited to major events as speakers, be available for interviews, PSAs and other multimedia campaigns. This will be an opportunity for these individuals to represent an important cause through UNGEI’s name, while advancing the issues they are strongly committed to.  

Selection procedure
Candidates for Spokespersons and Champions would be recommended by the GAC members at the July meeting in Paris. Partners are encouraged to seize opportunities for their own spokespersons and champions to represent UNGEI in key events. 
Once GAC has approved the nomination, an official invitation will be sent. Once a candidate has shown interest in becoming UNGEI’s spokesperson or champion, he or she is briefed by the Secretariat, signs an agreement for one year, renewable upon mutual consent. The new spokesperson should be invited to participate in an important campaign or event immediately after so that he or she feels encouraged and involved as a new member of UNGEI.
