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UNGEI Communications Activities 2006-2007

The UNGEI Communications Team is committed to working more closely with partners as they scale up action and revitalize the girls’ education movement at global, regional and national levels. The communications activities outlined below have been aimed at contributing to the objective of enhancing UNGEI’s global and regional communications and advocacy: 

· GirlsEd-Net, an online Knowledge Network on girls’ education that aims to facilitate dialogue and information-sharing among UNGEI partners and a broad range of constituencies at global, regional and national levels. This network’s main activities include: (i) a monthly electronic newsletter (first issue launched in May); (ii) information-sharing announcements; and (iii) eDiscussions to commence after GAC meeting (first suggested topic: early childhood care and education; see rationale below). 

· UNGEI website enhanced as a leading source on girls’ education through:

· mapping UNGEI worldwide: expanded country profiles and showcasing of countries’ partnerships, best practices and success stories

· featuring a broad range of key resources and information on girls’ education (e.g. news, initiatives, studies, reports, advocacy papers, manuals, toolkits, etc.) 

· creating UNGEI partner profile pages

· launching French and Spanish language versions (scheduled for August)
· providing users with a feedback mechanism 

· Working closely with GAC to develop key advocacy messages and materials to help support partners’ advocacy initiatives depending on country needs (e.g. brochure, fact sheets, UNGEI in action at country level, toolkits); agreement on key messages.

To facilitate these communication activities, the UNGEI Communication Team has requested GAC members in May to identify a communication focal point(s) in their organization to facilitate frequent and efficient communication between partners and the Secretariat (ToRs were attached to this communication). Communication focal points will help ensure the most relevant and current messages on girls’ education and gender equality, as well as the most accurate and up-to-date information on partner organizations, are showcased on the UNGEI website and disseminated through the UNGEI network worldwide.  
UNGEI is the flagship of the EFA movement that focuses on girls’ education. Given this year’s theme of the Global Monitoring Report on Early Childhood Care and Education, it is proposed that we focus our communication activities on this theme. Some of the proposed activities include:

1. Advocacy at international forums to include gender issues into the ECCE debate
2. Production of fact sheets, Q&A, brochures or other material to give a brief overview of ECCE’s benefits to girls’ education 
3. Templates for partners to adapt messages and disseminate at country and regional levels

4. Showcasing partners’ activities on ECCE through the UNGEI website
5. Using GirlsEd-Net as a platform to help facilitate dialogue among partners

6. Dissemination of information through partners’ publications and lessons learned through the UNGEI website 

